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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed May 1 5, 2007 cancelled no claims. Claims 35, 45, 51 , 
56, and 66 have been amended and no new claims were added. Thus, the currently 
pending claims are Claims 35-39, and Claims 41-69. 

Claim Objections 

2. The amendment filed May 1 5, 2007 amended Claims 35, 45, 51 , 56, and 66 
by removing the term "login" and inserting the term "logon" in order to maintain 
consistency with the applicants specification. Therefore, the examiner hereby 
withdraws the Objection to Claims 35, 45, 51, 56, and 66 raised in the Office Action 
dated February 15, 2007. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 35 - 39, 41 - 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Stein et al. (U.S. Patent Number: 5,826,241) in view of CdNow 
(www.archive.org, CDNow homepage, 1996) 

Claim 35: Stein discloses a method comprising: 

a. Transmitting, from a financial institution of financial institute representative, a log- 
on request in response to a purchaser selecting an interactive protocol on a 
website associated with a seller. (Col 6, lines 24-60; and Col 7, line 38 through 
Col 8, line 18) 

b. Receiving, at the financial institute or financial institute representative, log-on 
information associated with the purchaser. (Col 6, lines 24-60; and Col 7, line 38 
through Col 8, line 18) 

c. Receiving, at the financial institute or financial institute representative, 
information associated with a product intended to be purchased by the purchaser 
from the seller at a purchase price, wherein the information received at the 
financial institute or financial institute representative does not include an account 
number of the purchaser, and wherein the account number is not disclosed to the 
seller. (Col 6, lines 24-60; and Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

d. Verifying, at the financial institute or financial institute representative, that an 
account associated with the purchaser includes sufficient funds to cover the 
transfer, to the seller, of a payment for the purchase price. (Col 6, line 62 through 
Col 7, line 25) 
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e. If the financial institute or financial institute representative verifies that the 
account associated with the purchaser includes sufficient funds to cover the 
transfer, transmitting an authorization from the financial institute or financial 
institute representative to the seller to proceed with the transaction. (Col 6, line 
62 through Col 7, line 25) 

While Stein does not limit the interactive protocol used by the website to a 
hyperlink, the analogous art of CDNOW discloses a seller that utilized hyperlinks for 
user interactivity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to utilize hyperlinks to provide 
interactivity. The rational for using hyperlinks is that they were one of a predictable 
number of interactive protocols on the World Wide Web that were commonly known 
at the time of the invention. 

Claim 36: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 35, further comprising 
directing, from the financial institute or financial institute representative, a transfer of 
funds from the account associated with the purchaser. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 
11, lines 1-28) 

Claim 37: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 35, further comprising: 
directing, from the financial institute or financial institute representative, a transfer of 
funds to an account of the seller. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 11, lines 1-28) 
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Claim 38: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 37, wherein the step of 
directing, from the financial institute or financial institute representative, the transfer 
of funds from the account to the account of the seller is responsive to the financial 
institute or financial institute representative receiving a notice confirming delivery of 
goods from the seller. (Col 7, lines 34-48) 

Claim 39: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 35, further comprising: 
receiving, at the financial institute or financial institute representative, a purchaser 
identity prior to the financial institute or financial institute representative verifying that 
the account of the purchaser includes sufficient funds. (Col 6, line 62 through Col 7, 
line 25) 

Claim 41 : Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 35, wherein the financial 
institute or financial institute representative comprises a financial institute network 
device. (Col 4, lines 49-57) 

Claim 42: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 35, wherein the 
information associated with a product comprises the purchase price or a product 
description. (Col 7, lines 38-48) 
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Claim 43: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 42, wherein the 
information associated with a product comprises an indicator identifying the seller or 
the purchaser. (Col 7, lines 38-48) 

Claim 44: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 35, further comprising 
transmitting an authorization from the financial institute or financial institute 
representative to the seller to proceed with the transaction if the financial institute or 
financial institute representative verifies that the account associated with the 
purchaser has sufficient funds to cover the cost of transaction.. (Col 3, lines 38-67; 
Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18). While Stein and CDNow are silent regarding 
the underlying account containing overdraft protection, Official Notice is taken that it 
was well known at the time of the invention for bank accounts to have overdraft 
protection, which would allow a transaction to occur when there are insufficient funds 
in the bank account to cover the cost of the transaction. When the underlying 
account has overdraft protection the authorization and verification system disclosed 
by Stein would operate as disclosed to provide authorization when the transaction 
occurs as long as the amount of the transaction does not exceed the overdraft limit. 
The rational for including bank accounts with overdraft protection in the system 
disclosed by Stein is that the disclosed system would not need to be altered in order 
to process authorization messages from such bank accounts and would enable 
customers that had bank accounts with overdraft protection to participate in the 
disclosed payment system. 
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Claim 45: Stein discloses a method comprising: 

a. Downloading, from a seller to a purchaser, information associated with a product 
available for purchase by the purchaser, wherein the information associated with 
the product includes pricing information. (Col 6, lines 24-60) 

b. Providing, by the seller, at least one payment option selectable by the purchaser. 
(Col 5, lines 1-21; and Col 6, lines 24-60) 

c. Receiving a payment selection at the seller, where the payment selection results 
from the selection of an interactive protocol presented on a website associated 
with the seller; in response to the payment selection, establishing a connection 
with a financial institute or financial institute representative, wherein the 
connection allows a purchaser to provide log-on information to a financial 
institute or financial institute representative. (Col 6, lines 24-60; and Col 7, line 38 
through Col 8, line 18) 

d. Providing pricing information to the financial institute or financial institute 
representation. (Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

e. Receiving, at the seller, an authorization from the financial institute or financial 
institute representative to proceed with a sale of the product to the purchaser if 
the financial institute or financial institute representative verifies that an account 
associated with the purchaser includes sufficient funds to cover the payment of 
an amount specified by the pricing information. (Col 6, line 62 through Col 7, line 
25) 
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f. W herein the seller does not receive an account number corresponding to the 
account associated with the purchaser, and wherein the financial institute or 
financial institute representative does not receive the account number from the 
seller or purchaser at the time of the transaction. (Col. 5, lines 1-21; Col 6, line 24 
through Col 7, line 54; and Col 12, line 29 through 64) 

While Stein does not limit the interactive protocol used by the website to a 
hyperlink, the analogous art of CDNOW discloses a seller that utilized hyperlinks for 
user interactivity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to utilize hyperlinks to provide 
interactivity. The rational for using hyperlinks is that they were one of a predictable 
number of interactive protocols on the World Wide Web that were commonly known 
at the time of the invention. 

Claim 46: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 45, wherein funds are 
transferred from the account associated with the purchaser to an account of the 
seller following the receipt, at the seller, of the authorization from the financial 
institute or financial institute representative. (Col 9, line 66 through Col 11, line 12) 

Claim 47: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 45, further comprising: 
transmitting a notice confirming delivery of goods from the seller to the financial 
institute or financial institute representative, and wherein the funds are transferred 
from the account associated with the purchaser to an account of the seller following 
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receipt of the notice of delivery by the financial institute or financial institute 
representative. (Col 7, lines 34-48) 

Claim 48: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 45, wherein the 
information associated with a product available for purchase includes a product 
description summary. (Col 7, lines 34-48) 

Claim 49: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 45, wherein the payment 
selection includes purchaser information provided by the purchaser. (Col 7, line 38 
through Col 8, line 18) 

Claim 50: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 45, wherein the financial 
institute or financial institute representative comprises a financial institute network 
device. (Col 4, lines 49-57) 

Claim 51: Stein discloses a method comprising: 

a. Downloading product information and payment options from a seller to a 

purchaser, wherein the product information includes pricing information, wherein 
the payment option is selected when an interactive protocol presented on a 
website associated with the seller is selected. (Col 6, line 24-60; and Col 7, line 
38 through Col 8, line 18). 
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While Stein is silent with regard to merchants offering other methods of 
payment, the applicant admits on page 2, lines 10-20 of the specification that it 
was old an well know at the time of the invention to provide customers with the 
option to pay for online transaction with a plurality of payment options including 
the use of a credit card or a debit card. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to allow retailers to 
provide transactions using credit cards or debit cards. The rational for utilizing 
such payment options would be to ensure that merchants can sell items over the 
internet to customers that either do not have an account with the payment 
system disclosed by Stein, or wish to use traditional credit cards payments for 
their transactions. 

Additionally, while Stein does not limit the interactive protocol used by the 
website to a hyperlink, the analogous art of CDNOW discloses a seller that 
utilized hyperlinks for user interactivity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize 
hyperlinks to provide interactivity. The rational for using hyperlinks is that they 
were one of a predictable number of interactive protocols on the World Wide 
Web that were commonly known at the time of the invention, 
b. While Stein is silent with regard to the additional purchase options offered by an 
online retailer, Official notice is taken that it is old and well know for retailers 
communicate customers credit card numbers and purchase amounts to the credit 
card provider in order to obtain remuneration for the items sold to a customer 
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using said credit card. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
obtain payment for the items sold to the customer. 

c. If the payment option selected by the purchaser is the second payment option, 
establishing a connection with a financial institute or financial institute 
representative, wherein the connection allows a purchaser to provide log-on 
information to a financial institute or financial institute representative. (Col 6, line 
24-60; and Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

d. Transmitting the product information from the seller to a financial institute or 
financial institute representative and receiving an authorization from the financial 
institute or financial institute representative to proceed with the transaction, 
wherein the seller does not receive, from the purchaser, an account number 
identifying the purchaser account, and wherein the seller and purchaser do not 
communicate an account number identifying the purchaser account to the 
financial institute or financial institute representative at the time of the 
transaction. (Col 6, line 24-60; and Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

Claim 52: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 51 , wherein the seller 
receives an authorization from the financial institute or financial institute 
representative if the financial institute or financial institute representative verifies that 
the purchaser deposit account includes sufficient funds to cover a transfer to the 
seller of an amount specified by the pricing information. (Col 6, line 62 through Col 7, 
line 25) 
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Claim 53: Stein and CDNow discloses the method of Claim 51 , further comprising 
receiving, at the seller, payment of the amount specified by the pricing information 
from the financial institute or financial institute representative. (Col 8, lines 37-56; 
and Col 11, lines 1-28) 

Claim 54: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 51, wherein the product 
information includes purchaser information. (Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

Claim 55: Stein and CDNow disclose the method of Claim 51, wherein the product 
information includes the identity of the seller if the second payment option is 
selected by the purchaser. (Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

Claim 56: Stein and CDNow discloses a system comprising: 

a. A first network device, associated with a seller, operable to receive 

information identifying a product intended to be purchased by a purchaser 
at a purchase price, but not operable to identify, via one or more 
communications received from the purchaser at the time of the 
transaction, an account number associated with an account of the 
purchaser for the transfer of funds to pay for the product. (Col 6, lines 24- 
60 and Col 7, line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 
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b. A second network device, associated with a financial institute or financial 
institute representative and in communication with the first network device, 
wherein the second network device is operable to: 

i. Transmit, to the first network device, a log-on request in response to a 
purchaser selecting an interactive protocol on a website associated 
with the purchaser. Receive, from the first network device, product 
information including the purchase price. (Col 6, lines 24-60; and Col 7, 
line 38 through Col 8, line 18) 

ii. Receive, at the second network device, log-on information associated 
with the purchaser. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 

iii. Receive, from the first network device, product information including 
the purchase price. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 

iv. Verify that the account of the purchaser includes sufficient funds to 
cover the transfer, to the seller, of a payment for the purchase price. 
(Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 

v. Transmit an authorization to the first network device to proceed with 
the transaction if the second network device verifies that the account of 
the purchaser includes sufficient funds to cover the transfer, wherein 
the second network device is not operable to receive, from the seller or 
purchaser at the time of the transaction, an account number that 
corresponds to the account of the purchaser. (Col 6, line 24 through 
Col 18, line 18) 
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While Stein does not limit the interactive protocol used by the website 
to a hyperlink, the analogous art of CDNOW discloses a seller that utilized 
hyperlinks for user interactivity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize 
hyperlinks to provide interactivity. The rational for using hyperlinks is that 
they were one of a predictable number of interactive protocols on the World 
Wide Web that were commonly known at the time of the invention. 

Claim 57: Stein and CDNow d isclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the second 
network device is further operable to direct a transfer of funds from the account of 
the purchaser. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 11, lines 1-28) 

Claim 58: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the second 
network device is further operable to direct a transfer of funds to an account of the 
seller. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 11, lines 1-28) 

Claim 59: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 58, wherein the wherein 
the second network device is further operable to direct the transfer of funds from the 
account of the purchaser to the account of the seller responsive to the second 
network device receiving a notice confirming delivery of goods from the seller. (Col 
6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 
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Claim 60: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the second 
network device is further operable to receive a purchaser identity prior to verifying 
that the account of the purchaser includes sufficient funds to pay for the product. 
(Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 

Claim 61: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the second 
network device comprises a financial institute network device. (Col 4, lines 49-57) 

Claim 62: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the product 
information further comprises a product description. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, 
line 18) 

Claim 63: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the product 
information further comprises the identity of the seller. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, 
line 18) 

Claim 64: Stein and CDNow disclose the system of Claim 56, wherein the product 
information further comprises the identity of the purchaser. (Col 6, line 24 through 
Col 18, line 18) 



Claim 65: Stein and CDNow discloses the system of Claim 56, wherein the second 
network device is operable to transmit an authorization to the seller to proceed with 
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the transaction if the account of the purchaser has an account able to cover the cost 
of the product; wherein the account includes a bank account (Col 3, lines 38-67; Col 
6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18). While Stein and CDNow are silent regarding the 
underlying account containing overdraft protection, Official Notice is taken that it was 
well known at the time of the invention for bank accounts to have overdraft 
protection, which would allow a transaction to occur when there are insufficient funds 
in the bank account to cover the cost of the transaction. When the underlying 
account has overdraft protection the authorization and verification system disclosed 
by Stein would operate as disclosed to provide authorization when the transaction 
occurs as long as the amount of the transaction does not exceed the overdraft limit. 
The rational for including bank accounts with overdraft protection in the system 
disclosed by Stein is that the disclosed system would not need to be altered in order 
to process authorization messages from such bank accounts and would enable 
customers that had bank accounts with overdraft protection to participate in the 
disclosed payment system. 

Claim 66: Stein and CDNow discloses an article of manufacture comprising: 

a. A computer readable storage medium on at least one device associated 
with a financial institute or a financial institute representative. (Col 6, line 
24 through Col 18, line 18) 

b. Computer programming stored on the storage medium, wherein the 
stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
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computer readable storage medium by a computer and thereby cause the 
computer to operate so as to: 

i. Transmit, to a seller, a log-on request in response to a purchaser 
selecting an interactive protocol on a website associated with the 
seller. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 

ii. Receive, at the financial institute or a financial institute representative, 
log-on information associated with the purchaser. (Col 6, line 24 
through Col 18, line 18) 

iii. Receive, responsive to a communication from a purchaser to a seller 
that identifies a product to be purchased but does not identify an 
account number associated with an account of the purchaser to 
transfer funds to the seller, information associated with the product 
intended to be purchased by a purchaser from the seller at a purchase 
price, wherein the information received includes a purchase price of 
the product but does not include the account number of the purchaser. 
(Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18 

iv. Identify the account of the purchaser. (Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, 
line 18) 

v. Verify that the account of the purchaser includes sufficient funds to 
cover the transfer, to the seller, of a payment for the purchase price. 
(Col 6, line 24 through Col 18, line 18) 
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While Stein does not limit the interactive protocol used by the website 
to a hyperlink, the analogous art of CDNOW discloses a seller that utilized 
hyperlinks for user interactivity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize 
hyperlinks to provide interactivity. The rational for using hyperlinks is that 
they were one of a predictable number of interactive protocols on the World 
Wide Web that were commonly known at the time of the invention. 

Claim 67: Stein and CDNow discloses the article of Claim 66, wherein the computer 
programming further causes the computer to operate so as to direct a transfer of 
funds from the account of the purchaser. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 1 1 , lines 1-28) 

Claim 68: Stein and CDNow discloses the article of Claim 66, wherein the computer 
programming further causes the computer to operate so as to direct a transfer of 
funds to an account of the seller. (Col 8, lines 37-56; and Col 11, lines 1-28) 

Claim 69: Stein and CDNow discloses the article of Claim 68, wherein the computer 
programming further causes the computer to operate so as to direct the transfer of 
funds from the account of the purchaser to the account of the seller responsive to 
receiving a notice confirming delivery of goods from the seller. (Col 6, line 24 
through Col 18, line 18) 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 35-39; and 41-69 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 6am - 4pm Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 





Supervisory patent examiner 
technology center 3600 
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